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A leader in community and economic development

The Wooster Area Chamber of Commerce, known as The Wooster Board of Trade in early years, has been a leader in Community and Economic 
Development efforts in the Wooster area for more than 125 years. The current Board of Directors and Staff of the Wooster Chamber are honored 
to be part of an organization that continues to be a leader in advancing the Community well into the 21st Century. Officially, founded as an 
organization on December, 14th 1908 the Wooster Chamber is proud to share moments of our 125 plus years as an organization.

Facilitating positive change for more than 125 years!

1892 
The Ohio Agricultural Experiment 
Station moved from the University 
at Columbus, to Wooster, Ohio, led 
by proactive lobbying efforts of the 
Wooster Board of Trade.

1913 
The Good Roads Committee was 
successful in securing paved routes 
through Wooster; now known as The 
Lincoln Highway (U.S. Route 30) and 
State Route 3.

1917 
Board of Trade committed to raising 
one million dollars for the University 
of Wooster, which would support the 
expansion of its campus in Wooster.

1918 
Contracts are closed by the New 
Industry Committee with the Akron Brass 
Co. and the Wooster Rubber Company 
(Rubbermaid).

1921 
The Board purchases property in the 
Christmas Run Valley, and retains 
an architect to design what is now 
"Christmas Run Park." 

1928 
127 acres, on the northeast end of town 
is purchased by the Board at a cost of 
$11,500, for the purpose of establishing 
a County airport.

1941 
To alleviate the pressing need for 
parking spaces in downtown, the Board 
purchased two lots for business owners 
to park during business hours.

1947 
The Board of Trade established a 
new railroad sighting that attracted 
Silver Brothers, the Wooster Rubber 
Co., Gerstenslagers, Wooster Brass, 
International Paper and Bauer 
Manufacturing. 

1952 
The Chamber was approved by the State 
of Ohio as one of the first organizations 
with a recognized Safety Council,  
formed to support industrial members.

1965 
Serious ramification facing the city, due 
to a lack of income, led to the formation 
of a Chamber resolution that a city 
income tax was essential. Voter approval 
of this issue was due in large measure to 
the Chamber’s efforts.

1966 
The board purchased a 45 acre parcel 
of land on Old Mansfield Road. The land 
was successfully sold to Frito Lay, Bell 
and Howell and Akron Brass.

1968 
Plans are formulated to establish the 
old County airport property as an 
industrial park.

1974 
Wooster Chamber plays in intricate role 
in securing the All-American City Award 
for the City of Wooster, by sending a 
delegation to San Diego, California.

1977 
The Chamber strongly opposed the city’s 
flood way zoning ordinance, citing that 
legislation could cause the loss of vital 
industrial and commercial investments.

1978 
The newly created Wayne County 
Community Foundation was housed in 
the Chamber office until it could become 
self sustaining.

1982 
The Wooster Chamber changed its 
name to the Wooster Area Chamber 
of Commerce to better identify the 
increased involvement and range of 
projects being undertaken.

1983 
Realizing the economic impact of the 
tourism industry, the Chamber played a 
major role in the creation of the Wayne 
County Visitor & Conventions Bureau to 
provide ongoing promotion of Wayne 
County as a tourist destination.

1984 
Chamber’s Directors named a 
Downtown Revitalization Committee to 
address downtown concerns.

1985 
The Chamber Downtown Revitalization 
Committee became the first board 
members of what is non known as Main 
Street Wooster, Inc., an organization 
that has been in operation for more 
than 30 years.

1986 
The Chamber actively worked with City 
Officials in extending utilities to Venture 
Blvd, which assisted the relocation of 
Seaman Corporation from Millersburg 
to Wooster.

1988 
Assistance was granted to Scot 
Industries of Lone Star, Texas in the 
construction of a 105,000 sq. ft. 
facility just west of the Wooster 
corporation limits.

1991 
Chamber led leadership recognized 
the importance of continual and 
concentrated Economic Development 
efforts, by founding the Wayne 
Economic Development Council, 
a county wide ED agency for 
Wayne County.

1992 
Developer Jerry Baker’s northend 
development (now Wooster’s large retail 
area) receives strong public support 
from the Chamber Board 
and Membership.

1994 
Efforts to secure public support for the 
new Wooster High School is successful, 
as the door to the new facility open to 
students and public a like.

2004 
Expanded efforts in Community 
and Economic Development are a 
top priority for the Chamber and 
City Officials, as the creation of the 
Community Reinvestment Tax Incentive 
District in downtown is created.

2008 
The demolition and subsequent 
redevelopment of the Freedlander site 
is realized through strong public 
support efforts.

2014 
Chamber hosts CEO Joe Kanfer of GOJO 
Industries at the Chamber’s Wayne 
Economic Forum, such efforts and 
connections lead to further exploration 
into the company expanding at the 
former Rubbermaid® Facility.

2016 
Chamber delegation travel to Germany 
to meet with Schaeffler Board and 
Ownership to discuss their long time 
growth plans for Wooster. The trip 
secures a significant expansion and 
develops a closer relation with Wayne 
County’s largest employer.



Member Events & Promotions
•  Annual Dinner Meeting 
Every year the Chamber dinner continues to be the 
largest of its kind across Ohio with over 800 professionals 
in attendance. The dinner meeting recognizes 
businesses and leaders for their community service 
and business acumen.

•  Business After Hours 
A free networking event which also offers a chance for 
members to meet and interact with one another in a 
casual, relaxed atmosphere. Businesses are offered a 
chance to host the event and showcase themselves. 

•  Open Houses & Ribbon Cuttings 
Ribbon Cuttings and Open House events are a great 
way to promote your new business or a location change. 
The Chamber promotes these events to increase 
community awareness. 

•  Chamber Golf Invitational 
Annually, the Chamber organizes a Golf Invitational that 
is open to all members. Successfully selling out each year, 
members have an opportunity to build relationships 
and make connections that can lead to business 
opportunities all while enjoying a fun day of golf. 

Benefits
•  Business Referrals 

The Chamber refers members when receiving a request 
for a recommendation on local goods or services.

•  Import/Export Certification 
Certificates of origin are provided at no cost to member 
businesses exporting merchandise.

•  High Visibility Internet Listing 
Members are featured on the Chamber’s website, 
which includes a complete directory of our partner 
businesses.

•  Mailing List 
Access to a comprehensive list of member businesses.

•  Conference Room Access 
The Chamber complex has multiple meeting rooms 
available to members.

•  Notary Public 
This service is made available to members at no cost.

•  Legislative Meetings 
Meet local, county and state officials by attending our 
Legislative meetings. Keep informed of issues that may 
affect your business.

•  Workers’ Compensation Program 
Save on your workers’ compensation premiums through 
CareWorks Comp™ by enrolling in our group-rating plan 
with other companies in your related industry.

•  Anthem™ Bluecross/Blueshield 
Members with up to 50 employees are eligible for a 
discount on Anthem™ health care plans including HSAs, 
HRAs, and HIAs.

•  Promotion Opportunities 
Promote your business through Chamber Social Media 
channels and member correspondence publications.

•  Monthly Newsletter 
Receive a copy of the monthly Chamber newsletter 
which features community news, upcoming events and 
featured member services.

•  Weekly Friday Letter 
Receive weekly correspondence from the Chamber 
highlighting relevant and timely information from 
members alike.

2019 Annual Dinner Award Recipients.

Programs & Professional Development
•  Safety Council 
The Chamber and Bureau of Workers’ Compensation 
Division of Safety & Hygiene co-sponsor this monthly 
program to provide information on safety and health in 
the workplace. Eligible participants may earn up to 4% off 
of their premiums. 

•  Leadership Wooster 
Started in 1996, the Leadership Wooster program trains 
tomorrow’s local leaders by providing educational 
sessions on the community’s institutions and is a great 
networking opportunity for anyone who is new to the 
area or has been here for years.

•  Young Professionals 
The premiere organization in Wooster/Wayne County for 
community-minded individuals age 21 – 40 to network, 
engage in professional development and socialize with 
those who are developing their careers.

•  Manufacturing Day 
Wayne County Manufacturing Day is the largest event 
of its kind in the state of Ohio and connects over 600 
high school students from 11 school districts and 16 local 
manufacturers to inspire the next generation of workers. 

•  Health Care Day 
Wayne County Health Care Day opens the doors of seven 
health care providers throughout Wayne County to local 
students that have a general interest in the health care 
field. On average more than 300 students from 10 school 
districts participate in this career awareness program.

•  Small Business Workshops 
These workshops are developed to help entrepreneurs 
interested in starting a small business navigate the road 
to opening their doors to customers. Counseling sessions 
are also available to new and established businesses.

•  Educational Series 
This series focuses on issues, special interests, and 
education that is valuable to our members.

•  Wayne Economic Forum 
Founded in 2013 by a group of Chamber leaders, the 
Economic Forum brings top-notch, internationally-known 
speakers in the business community to Wooster to present 
business philosophies, experiences and leadership styles.

•  Women in Business 
Women in Business events are held quarterly and provide 
female representatives of our Chamber members, the 
opportunity to meet new contacts, build relationships, 
and participate in a fun interactive activity.

Community Events
•  Wayne County Home & Garden Show 

Held annually at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
the Home & Garden Show is a one-stop shop for 
all of your home and garden needs. Free and open 
to the public, this event gathers 15,000-20,000 
community members annually. Members receive a 
discount on exhibit space.

•  Field of Dreams 
The annual Field of Dreams event supports our 
local Special Olympians by pairing them with 
business leaders in a unified softball game. It is the 
perfect event under the bright lights to showcase 
the caring spirit of the Wooster community. 

•  Woosterfest 
This Oktoberfest-style event is one of the 
community’s longest-running traditions. Free and 
open to the public, this event gathers 20,000 – 
25,000 community members annually. Thousands 
travel to historic downtown Wooster to enjoy live 
music, great food, contests, children’s activities 
and so much more!

•  Shop Small Saturday 
#ShopSmallWoo is a spin-off of the popular 
American Express program instituted the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving. The Chamber participates in 
promoting small businesses during the holiday 
shopping season and year round. 

•  Community Christmas Tree Lighting 
A community event welcoming in the start of the 
Holiday season with the lighting of the Community 
Christmas Tree. This is held in conjunction with 
Main Street Wooster’s Window Wonderland event 
in downtown.

Leadership Wooster orientation at Quailcrest Farm.

Woosterfest Wiener Dog Race in downtown Wooster.

Wooster Chamber Staff (L to R) Justin Starlin, 
Samira Zimmerly, Katie Foster and Grant Delaney.

Testimonials

Mike Force, VP/Senior Commercial Loan Officer, 
The Apple Creek Banking Company

The Wooster Area Chamber of Commerce brings 
the business community together with various 
events providing great opportunities to meet 
local business owners and peers. I have found 
great value, both professionally and personally, 
in attending Chamber sponsored events.

The Chamber and its staff are an integral part of 
the Wooster Community.  It serves its members 
in providing training opportunities, facilitating 
community engagement as well as passing 
along growth opportunities. We are a proud 
member of the Chamber because we know that 
the dues we pay are returned to us many times 
over in the services that they provide.

Jim Pindell, Human Resources Director, 
Rayco Manufacturing LLC

The Chamber and its staff are an integral 
part of the Wooster Community.  It serves its 
members in providing training opportunities, 
facilitating community engagement as well as 
passing along growth opportunities to name 
just a few of the benefits that they provide for 
area businesses.  We are a proud member of the 
Chamber because we know that the dues we 
pay are returned to us many times over in the 
services that they provide.

Jordan Smith, Owner, 
Spoon Market


